DAY I MAGNIFY GOD

THE BIG TRUTH TODAY’S POINT

God created everything there is, and yet He God sees me.
still wants to spend time with me.

ZOOM IN BIBLE STORY

I'am important to God. Jesus and the Children (John 1:1-3,12; Mark 10:13-16)

BIBLE VERSE

Proclaim the LORD’s greatness with me; let us exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3 (KJV)

LEADER DEVOTION

Think back to a time you watched a group of children sing or perform on a stage. Did you notice the children scanning
the audience looking for special family members? | am drawn to those children and their pursuit of a familiar face.
Witnessing that moment of connection when they finally find their person is priceless—and sometimes even comical.

One of the greatest needs children have is to be seen. The children in your care this week need to be seen by you—
use their names, get to know their interests, and look for ways to connect with them. They also need to learn and
experience the truth that God sees and knows them!

Today’s Point, God sees me, magnifies an important truth about God. The Old Testament records an early instance of
this concept. In Genesis 16, Hagar did something no other person in the Bible is said to have done. She gave God a
new name: “El-roi” or “The God Who Sees Me.” Knowing God sees us is foundational to believing in the God who also
wants to know us. We are not invisible to God!

The story of Jesus and the children in Mark 10 will help guide us in teaching children about the God who sees and loves
them. Consider these details of this interaction:

« Mark 10:13—People were bringing little children to Jesus for Him to touch them. Parents were the likely “people” in
this verse, however, Mark does not specify who brought the children to Jesus. The people were eager to bring the
children to Jesus for a blessing, but Jesus gave them so much more!

« Mark 10:14—When Jesus saw the disciples rebuking the children, the Bible says Jesus was indignant. This word
indignant means “much grieved.” Jesus was angry, but He was more than just angry. He was grieved because of
His love for both the disciples and the children. Jesus might have even been disappointed that the disciples had
failed to understand the graphic truth He spoke to them in Mark 9:47. How could the disciples fail so miserably when
Jesus had just told them that it would be better to hang a millstone around their necks than to cause a little one to
stumble? (See Mark 9:42.) Jesus saw the children as worthy to be included, blessed, and welcomed. He was grieved
to know the disciples still did not understand the Kingdom He came to build.
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« Mark 10:16—Jesus used this encounter with the children to clearly signal to the disciples
and everyone watching that these children belonged and were accepted and valued. The
embrace and blessing Jesus gave to the children powerfully communicated that children are
worthy image-bearers of God, deserving our unconditional acceptance and respect. Jesus
saw the children. Jesus saw their need. Do you?

Zoom In

1. Intoday’s Bible passage Jesus elevated the worth of children, embraced them, and blessed
them. How can you do the same this week? Would you take some time each day to ask God
to help you see each child in your care through His eyes?

2. What does it mean to you to know that God sees you?
3. How can you help children in your care understand the value Jesus places on them?

N OTE s BONUS VERSE_ .

But to all who did receive
him, he gave them the right
to be children of God, to
those who believe in his

name. John 1:12

But as many as received
him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on
his name. John 1:12 (KJV)

LEADER PACK ITEMS
USED TODAY:
1,6-12
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DAY 2: MAGNIFY GOD’S CARE

THE BIG TRUTH TODAY’S POINT

God keeps the whole universe going, and yet God cares about me.
He still cares about what’s happening to me.

ZOOM IN BIBLE STORY

Jesus Calmed the Storm (Mark 4:1,35-41) \

| can trust God to take care of me.

BIBLE VERSE

Proclaim the LORD’s greatness with me; let us exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3 (KJV)

LEADER DEVOTION

Does God care about me? When | am in the midst of suffering and consumed with worry, | find it harder to answer that
question with yes. Do you remember a time when you wondered if God cared about you?

The Sea of Galilee is the setting for today’s Bible story. The area of Galilee is where Jesus called His disciples and
performed many miracles. The Sea of Galilee is nearly 700 feet below sea level with towering hills rising 1,500 feet
above sea level around it. Its location makes the area subject to short, violent storms that usually come on quickly.
The storm the disciples experienced in Mark 4 likely occurred as the winds blew down from the surrounding hills
and hit the warm water, causing a sudden and furious storm. The waves were so high the boat filled with water. The
disciples panicked!

Consider these other important details:

« Jesus asked the disciples (who were unaware of the coming storm) to take
Him in the boat to the other side of the sea.

. Jesus appeared unaware of the peril as He slept during the storm.
« The disciples questioned whether Jesus cared for them.

« Jesus calmed the storm.

« The disciples were terrified and asked each other who Jesus was.

The disciples were seasoned, professional fishermen. Surely they had experienced similar storms. Jesus
demonstrated His power over nature and answered their question about His care for them. Their emotion and their
question after the calm are thought-provoking: “And they were terrified and asked one another, ‘Who then is this?
Even the wind and the sea obey him!"”

Jesus calmed the waves and then asked the disciples why they had been afraid during the storm. After witnessing
this miracle, the disciples were described as terrified. The obedience of the wind and waves to Jesus’ command
created more fear in the disciples than the storm itself.
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— NOTES BONUS VERSE

How do the points on the previous page magnify God’s care for us during difficult times?

« Our obedience to God may put us in storms that we don’t see coming.
The disciples were doing what Jesus asked them to do.

. The absence of perilous storms in our lives is not a measure of God’s care for us.
- Ourtendency is to question God’s care when we are going through storms.
. God’s care is felt through His presence with us as we go through storms.

«  When storms are over, we may question who God is and how He works.
This is an opportunity for a deeper understanding of God.

The power of God is demonstrated through Jesus’ ability to calm the storm. Children are drawn to the awe of this story as
they learn God can do things no one else can. There will be children with you at VBS who are in the middle of circumstances
that they didn’t expect. Some of these situations may be incredibly hard on them. These children may not articulate the
question, but they are likely wondering if God cares for them.

Zoom In

1. Have you been obedient to God and then found yourself in difficult circumstances? What can this passage teach you about
God’s care for you?

2. The disciples learned some new things about God as a result of going through the storm. What has God revealed about
Himself to you through the storms you have experienced?

3. How can you guide children to be aware of God’s presence and care when they are going through difficult times?

He will not leave you or
abandon you. Do not be
afraid or discouraged.
Deuteronomy 31:8b

He will not fail thee,

neither forsake thee: fear
not, neither be dismayed.
Deuteronomy 31:8b (KJV)

LEADER PACK ITEMS
USED TODAY:
1-2, 6—9, and 13-16
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DAY 5: MAGNIFY GOD’S LOVE

THE BIG TRUTH TODAY’S POINT

God is not OK with sin, and yet God loves me.
He still loves sinners like me.

ZOOMIN BIBLE STORY

| can be confident God loves me. The Woman at the Well (John 4:1-42)

BIBLE VERSE

Proclaim the LORD’s greatness with me; let us exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together. Psalm 34:3 (KJV)

LEADER DEVOTION

Do you wonder why it seems easier for children to believe that God loves them than it is for adults?

Teens and adults tend to be more skeptical and question the unconditional love of God. It is fascinating that Jesus
did not demand people immediately accept His teachings. Scripture documents His willingness to engage the
individual and speak to her deepest need.

Consider the Samaritan woman in John 4:1-42. A Jewish Rabbi talking with a woman was unconventional, but him
talking to a Samaritan woman was shocking. Jesus knew everything about this woman. He knew her rejections, her
betrayals, and her shame. Yet He offered her a new life. John 4:26 reveals an even more astounding detail in the
story. Jesus revealed Himself to her as the Messiah. Would anyone have imagined Jesus would choose her? This
story reminds us that Jesus knows us better than anyone and still chooses to love us deeply.

Not only was she fully known and loved, but the Samaritan woman was also used by Jesus to proclaim the gospel to
her entire town. John 4:39 says, “Now many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of what the woman
said when she testified, ‘He told me everything | ever did.”” To think of this in today’s terms, we could definitely say
she was an influencer!

For the children in your care to feel known and loved, it is vitally important that you and other leaders are attuned

to them. Attunement is more than just attention. Attunement does not happen from a stage or in a large group.
Attunement is a deep connection that comes from sitting next to the child, making eye contact, listening to her
thoughts and questions, and creating an environment where she feels safe and known. Jesus demonstrated this
type of attunement with the Samaritan woman. Attunement is being physically, emotionally, and spiritually present for
each child.

Magnifying God’s love and helping children know and experience the depth of God’s love is essential to their
spiritual formation. No matter what they do, God still loves them. Like the Samaritan woman, God has plans to use
them in ways that are hard to imagine.
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Zoom In

1. Whatis God trying to teach you through this story?

2. You may be thinking you are just crowd control at Vacation Bible School. What if God has plans to use you in an
unexpected way this week? Pray and ask God to give you the ability to see, know, and love the children you invest
in this week.

3. What parts of this story do you think will be surprising to children? How could you magnify this concept of
unconditional love to the children? How could you help children understand God often uses unlikely people to
accomplish His will?

BONUS VERSE

But God proves his own
love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Romans 5:8

But God commendeth
- NOTES his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8 (KJV)

LEADER PACK ITEMS
USED TODAY:
3, 6-8, and 17-21
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